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THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR HELP & 

CURIOSITY 

Fall Webworms 

& Your Trees: 

How do leaves affect 

the lives of insects? 

Learn more about the science  

happening in your backyard... 

BIG PICTURE 

Our goal is to find out if certain trees 

are more beneficial for the fall webworm.  

This is why we’re collecting fall web-

worms on different trees throughout CO. 

Since the caterpillars feed on many spe-

cies of trees, the best tree might depend 

on if the caterpillars are in danger from 

natural enemies.  Perhaps in some parts 

of CO where the danger is low, 

the fall webworm can eat many types of 

trees.  When threats are high, 

maybe the trees that are most toxic are 

eaten to offer protection from the ene-

mies. 

Plants are extremely important for our 

ecosystems, and we’re working to dis-

cover how they influence insects, 

which are the most numerous 

animals on Earth!  Understanding 

plant-animal interactions will enhance 

our ability to predict how changes in 

one part of the environment might affect 

the entire ecosystem. 

Our research is funded by: 



WHY ARE YOU IN MY YARD? 

With your permission, we’re collecting 

caterpillars of the fall webworm.  Why?   

The simple answer is because your trees 

are home to the fall webworm.  We’re 

studying these insects to answer the 

question: Does an animal’s diet 

make it more or less vulnera-

ble to its enemies? 

WHY THE MENU MATTERS 

Scientists are finding that not all trees are 

equal when it comes to being food for cat-

erpillars.  Some trees have leaves that 

are nutritious, while other trees have 

leaves  that are toxic.  Why would a 

caterpillar eat toxic leaves?  Because these 

toxic leaves may protect the caterpillar from 

its enemies, such as predators.  The toxins 

don’t harm the caterpillar as much as they 

hurt  its enemies, so the caterpillar’s 

diet can actually act as protec-

tion. 

WHAT ATTACKS FALL          

WEBWORM? 

Fall webworms are often attacked by pred-

ators like birds, spiders and predatory in-

sects.  Parasitic wasps & flies lay 

eggs inside or on the fall web-

worm eggs & caterpillars.  The im-

mature wasps & flies then kill the fall web-

worm after using it as a host.   

For our research, we’re interested in these 

parasitic insects.   We take the collected 

caterpillars to our lab to see what comes 

out! 

ARE MY TREES IN DANGER? 

If too many webs form on your tree, then 

it may get overrun by caterpillars.  Since 

these insects eat leaves, they might 

damage the tree by eating too many 

leaves, but rarely do they kill the 

tree. 

WHAT IS FALL WEBWORM? 

Fall webworm is a caterpillar, not a 

worm.  Butterflies & moths both lay eggs 

that hatch into caterpillars.  Fall webworm is 

a moth caterpillar that eats the leaves 

of over 100 different trees.  After 

it’s finished growing, the hairy caterpillars 

develop into white moths.  The name 

“webworm” comes from the silk 

webs 
made by the 

caterpillars 

to protect 

themselves 

as they de-

velop. 

WILL YOU RID MY TREES OF 

FALL WEBWORM? 

We’re only collecting a small por-

tion of the caterpillars, not the entire 

amount.  If you would like to remove all of 

the fall webworms, please contact a pest 

control specialist. 
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