
Larimer County Extension Advisory Committee Minutes  
May 3, 2017  

  
Members present: LaVon Blaesi, Sue Ballou, Ronda Koski, Dixie Dick, Irene Romsa, Pam 
Harrold, Harry Love, Sue Schneider, Laurel Kubin, Toby Swaford, Fred McClanahan, Jr., and 
guest Suzanne Jarboe-Simpson.  Susan Bonsall attended via phone. 
  
Chair Harry Love called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.  
 
Introductions were made and minutes of the March 1 meeting were approved.  
 
Special Presentation 
Suzanne Jarboe-Simpson made a special presentation to Laurel Kubin for 25-years as Director of 
Larimer County Extension. 
 
Agent Report 
Toby Swaford, 4-H STEM coordinator, gave a report to the committee about STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) and Science Out of School in the 4-H Program. 
 
Children that are involved in “out of school time” activities are more engaged during their time 
at school.  Students make connections between their academic studies and the activities 
conducted in the out of school program and their daily lives.  With the assistance of two 
AmeriCorps members, many out of school programs are held throughout Larimer County that 
have reached over 400 children.  Post evaluation shows an increase in knowledge in STEM areas 
and a greater chance for students to improve their grades with more enthusiasm to learn. 
 
Toby and the AmeriCorps members attend many community events making contacts and 
outreach through the program.  Community partners include Boys & Girls Clubs of Larimer 
County, BASE Camp, Red Feather Lakes Community Library, Carrie Martin Elementary and 
Big Thompson Elementary.  Toby was also a presenter on April 27 at the 9News Science Day at 
Coors Field in Denver that was attended by more than 15,000 youth from Denver Public 
Schools. 
 
Toby showed the committee how to make slime, an event the kids love, and elephant toothpaste.   
 
Larimer County will be recruiting two new AmeriCorps member this summer. 
 
Update on County Director Search 
 
After the conference call of March 27 ... 

 the advertising plan is being prepared 
 documents are going through the CSU system for review 
 another conference call and announcement of job in early to mid-May 
 a nation-wide search with focus in the intermountain region. 

 



Director’s Report 
 

 At the Front Range Extension Spring Conference, Larimer County Extension received 4 
of the 6 Extension Excellence Awards. 

 Extension’s website will soon have a new format so it works better with electronic 
devices. 

 FLTI Graduation will be on May 30. 
 Larimer County 4-H has 1,100 members, the largest number in Colorado. 
 Recent 4-H events include Meat Quality Assurance training, meats judging, embryology 

project, contest day, weigh days for market beef, lambs, and goats, and market swine 
tagging and identification reports. 

 The new administrative assistant, Paula Petroff, starts on May 8. 
 Preparation for County Fair is in full swing. 
 Sue and Laurel will be attending training for the new budget system. 
 The committee moved to ask the county for full funding of the FLTI program in 2018. 
 Farmers’ Market starts on May 20.  A market assistant has been hired. 
 Classes are being held for the Native Plant Master program. 
 Grand Families and Senior Access Points programs are meeting. 

 
Laurel will continue working 1/4 time in financial education and to help prepare the budget.  She 
will also be the Larimer County Fair Open Class Manager. 
 
She thanked the committee for all their hard work and dedication to Extension. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 
  
Next meeting will be 8:00am on Wednesday, July 5, 2017.  
  
 
Submitted by Fred McClanahan, Jr.  
  


