
 
 

LARIMER COUNTY  |  DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
 

1800 South County Road 31, Loveland, Colorado 80537, 970.619.4570, Larimer.org 

 

 

 

Larimer County Land Stewardship Advisory Board 

 

Date: August 16, 2018 

Time: 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Larimer County Courthouse, 200 W. Oak St., Fort Collins, CO, 2nd Floor, Lake Loveland Room. 

Contact: Please contact Emmy at ellisoea@co.larimer.co.us or 970-619-4462 if you are unable to attend. 

 

AGENDA 

Scheduled times are subject to change. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
a. Staff and board member introductions – Gary  

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
3. AGENDA REVIEW 

 
4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES 

 
5. INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Natural Resource events for this month: See http://www.larimer.org/naturalresources 
b. Joint invasive exotic tree removal project with City of Loveland completed – Casey  
c. Construction of the Long View Trail (connecting Fort Collins' Cathy Fromme Prairie to 

Loveland’s Sunset Vista Natural Area) thru Larimer County's Long View Farm Open Space 
will be complete in August!  Elected officials with conduct a ribbon cutting ceremony 
August 15th, with a public opening August 18th – Gary  

d. Applications are now open for the 2019 cycle of the Small Grants for Community 
Partnering program. Individual grant awards are available up to $3,000 per project. This 
year, applications will be accepted through a new online form. Grant applications are 

The mission of Larimer County Department of Natural Resources is to establish, protect and manage significant 
regional parks and open lands providing quality outdoor recreational opportunities and stewardship of natural 

resource values. We are committed to fostering a sense of community and appreciation for the natural and 
agricultural heritage of Larimer County for present and future generations. 

mailto:ellisoea@co.larimer.co.us
http://www.larimer.org/naturalresources


 
This meeting will be recorded and archived according to law. Votes require a quorum. 
Public can view agenda and minutes at: 
http://legacy.larimer.org/boards/minutes/lsabminutes.htm 
 

 

due Thursday, Aug. 30, 2018, by 5 p.m., with awards announced by March 2019. If you 
know of an individual, organization, homeowners association or other group with a 
project that connects people to the land, please direct them to www.larimer.org/small-
grants, or have them contact Jennifer Almstead at (970) 619-4569 
or jalmstead@larimer.org – Casey  

e. Group photo – Emmy  
f. 2018 Work Plan progress report – Casey  
g. BOCC work session summary – Casey & Gary 

 
6. UPDATES/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Noxious weed compliance update – Casey  
 

7. ACTION ITEMS 
a. Vice Chair election 

 
8. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
9. NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED: 11/15/2018 at Larimer County Courthouse, 200 W. Oak St., Fort 

Collins, CO, 2nd Floor, Lake Loveland Room. 
 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pursuant to C.R.S. (24-6-402(4)(a)) for discussion pertaining to purchase, 
acquisition, lease, transfer or sale of any real, personal or other property interest.   
 

11. ADJOURN 

 

 

Included in PDF: Attached Separately: 

• Agenda 
• District Reports 

• Minutes of last meeting 
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Big Thompson District 
June 2018 Monthly Report 

 

Camping 
Camping Nights:  1,881 
Camping Revenue:  $62,192 
 
Annual Permits 
Permits Sold:  47 
Permit Revenue:  $2,780 
 
Day Use Pass 
Day Pass Sold:  2,669 
Day Pass Revenue:  $16,014 
 
Visitation 
      Devil’s Backbone 
Vehicle Count: 11,708 
Visitor Count:  23,416 
           Hermit 
Vehicle Count: 4,749 
Visitor Count:  9,498 
 
Trail Patrol 
Miles Patrolled:  118 
Hours Patrolled:  49.65 
 
Visitation Narrative 
This is the peak time for Hermit Park. With temperatures rising, we’re starting to see a slight decline 
in visitation at Devil’s Backbone.  
 
Area Achievements 

Wildlife encounters have been prolific. The visitors at sites with bear boxes 
are very grateful for the amenity as we have had numerous sightings. 
Rattlesnakes are out in force at the Backbone, keeping rangers busy 
relocating them to less populated areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Crazy Legs 10k race went off without a 
hitch at the Devil’s Backbone Open 
Space, drawing 78 participants. This is 
the 11th year for this event! 
 
 

 
Maintenance has been busy trying to catch up on projects such as painting Buckskin cabin and 
working on 
vault toilets. All 
cabins in the 
upper cabin 
loop are now 
painted. They 
began replacing 
old fire pits and 
installing 
concrete pads in 
existing fire pits. 
They caulked 
and painted all 
the bathrooms at Hermit's Hollow and Bobcat campground.   
 
 

Construction began on the Hermit Park 
trailheads! We are anticipating a mid- to late 
August opening. The new sections of trail that 
we have opened have been a big hit! The 
parking we currently offer is limited and is 
woefully inadequate, so this project comes at a 
perfect time!  
 
 
 
 

 
Photo of the construction at the Saddle. 



Rangers have had lots of great PR contacts. This young man 
getting sworn in is our latest Jr. Ranger.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rangers trained in rescue with the big wheel and litter and reviewed medical calls. Did a day of 4-
wheel drive training and firearms training. 
 
Calls of Notes  
Assist State Patrol - MVA mm10 Highway 36. A vehicle lost control on a slight curve and ended 
up vertically perched on a tree off the road. Two occupants were both transported to Estes Medical 
Center. Found a 1995 Masters Diploma from Rutgers University and mailed it to Rutgers to reunite 
with its owner. 
 
Assist Estes Fire - Rangers assisted with a technical lower and carry out of a hiker who had 
fallen approximately 40 feet while rock scrambling on Mt. Pisgah, just east of Estes Park. The 
subject broke her wrist and ankle, had a puncture wound and suffered other minor injuries, but 
fortunately had no head injuries. She was released from the hospital that same afternoon. 35 
responders were involved in the lower and carryout--great interagency teamwork. 

 
Assist Estes Fire/Estes PD - A structure fire began around 2000 hours at the Mary's Lake Lodge 
inside of Estes Park city limits. The lodge and area buildings were evacuated, displacing 
approximately 100 - 150 individuals. The lodge was a total loss. 



Carter District 
January 2018 Monthly Report 

 

 
Camping 
Camping Nights:  4307 
Camping Revenue:  $98,795 
 
Annual Permits 
Permits Sold:  601 
Permit Revenue:  $40,965 
 
Day Use Pass 
Day Pass Sold:  10,943 
Day Pass Revenue:  $76,601 
 
Visitation 
Vehicle Count:  36,123   
Visitor Count:  72,246  
 
Visitation Narrative 

Have not done the apples to apples comparison of the measurable 
data such as permit sales, but by all accounts this was the busiest 
June anyone can remember. June featured unseasonably warm 
weather which accelerated the day use numbers leading to early 
capacity issues. Fishing has been better than average, mostly due to 
the CPW stocking schedule. One notable fish that was caught was a 
30” Splake – hard to say 
for sure but best guess is 
the fish was over 10 
years old. The marina 
and sail club slips and 
moorings are all full 
with a growing waiting 
list; this is notable since 
the marina added 20 
new slips since last 
season.  
 
Area Achievements 
Crews are running strong even with the capacity demands; projects 
and trainings are getting done. Ranger’s attended the National 
Night Out event in Loveland where they presented information 



about the program and answered a lot of 
outdoor safety related questions.  Crews also 
held a program for the SWAP career program 
about job opportunities in natural resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bears have been frequenting several of the 
camping areas on a consistent basis. 
Maintenance crew have been working diligently 
to harden the trash collection sites and everyone 
has saturated the campground with an 
educational effort. Rangers have taken a hard 
line on any food being left out or campsites not 
being tidy. To date no bears have actively been 
hazed by ranger staff; we just have been dealing 
the after math.   



Horsetooth District 
June 2018 Monthly Report 

 

Camping 
Camping Nights:  4,485 
Camping Revenue:  $121,115 
 
Annual Permits 
Permits Sold:  1,101 
Permit Revenue:  $99,205 
 
Day Use Pass 
Day Pass Sold:  19,651 
Day Pass Revenue:  $137,557 
 
Visitation 
Vehicle Count:  65,091  
Visitor Count: 130,182 
 
 
Visitation Narrative 
The Diamond vehicle counters continue to have issues, making it difficult to accurately count 
visitation. The Sunrise counter ran out of batteries so there is no data from 6/16 to 6/30 and the 
South Bay counter was re-installed on 6/22 so we will start having more accurate data for South 
Bay. 

 
The recreation season has been the 
busiest year to date even though 
we saw thunderstorms on the 
weekends in June. We saw large 
numbers of visitors at all of our 
day use, boating and camping 
areas. Father’s Day weekend was 
mediocre due to rainy weather. 
Weekday use continues to be busy 
for all areas. Campgrounds were at 
capacity every weekday and 
weekend. 
 
Our marina and concessionaires 
report large numbers of watercraft 
rentals and trips booked in the 
month of June. 

 



Area Achievements 
 
All areas of the park are seeing high visitation numbers. Standup paddle boarding and other forms 
of paddle craft continue to see a growth in popularity. All of the seasonal rangers and maintenance 
workers are performing well for this time of year. They have all worked very hard keeping the park 
running. We have responded to multiple medicals and rescues.  
 
Rotary Park continues to see vandalism. The Sheriff’s Dept. live camera trailer system is helping 
watch Rotary Park and the hard closer gates are working well. Rotary Park and Sunrise gates are 
closed every night at 9pm and opened around 8am each day. 
 
Fishing continues to be great for smallmouth bass; walleye fishing is still slower than previous years. 
CPW will be working on a creel survey this year to help with the fisheries management. 
 
The CAST (Catch A Special Thrill) event was held the first Saturday of June; 33 special needs 
children were able to go fishing for a day thanks to 40 volunteer boaters and 25 other volunteers. All 
boats reported catching fish and smiles were abundant. A good time was had by all. 
 
 

   
 
The Wednesday evening Stroke and Stride at South Bay continues to be popular for those training 
for summer triathlons. The average weekly attendance is 85 participants. This is a great way to train 
for an upcoming event or just to help stay in shape and meet new people. 



Red Mountain District 
June 2018 Monthly Report 

 

 
 
Annual Permits 
Permits Sold:  98 
 
Day Use Pass 
Gatehouse/Iron Ranger: 
6426 
 
Revenue Total 
Annuals and Day Pass:  
$45,611 
 
Visitation 
Vehicle Count: 26,467  
Visitor Count:  52,934 
 
Acreage Managed 
22,971 acres 
 
Miles of Trail 
Patrolled   
69.5 miles          Horsetooth Falls    
          
                 
RMD Open Spaces/Trails: 
Red Mountain   North Landfill Property Longview Farm  Blue Sky Trail 
Eagles Nest   East Side Detention Basin Fossil Creek Reservoir   
Horsetooth Mountain  River Bluffs    Front Range Trail 
 
Visitation Narrative: 
   
With the hot weather, we typically see a decrease in visitor usage during the summer months but we 
are continually seeing an increase in visitation, even during the heat of the summer. This is the new 
norm, where we are continually seeing increased visitation on weekends as well as weekdays and 
even in the heat.   
 
 



Area Achievements: 
   

   
During the past year the department has acquired 
three new properties for a total of almost 900 acres.  
These properties are now managed in the Red 
Mountain District; two are west of Horsetooth 
Mountain and one is near Blue Sky trail. Currently, 
these areas are not open to the public, however, we 
are working on updating the management plan for Horsetooth Mountain and will incorporate those 
areas into that plan.   
 
Staff are in the thick of it. Even though there might not be big achievements every month, the staff 
are the ones to keep the ship afloat. On a daily basis, rangers’ and maintenance’s to-do list consists 
of patrol of trails, checking/cleaning each trailhead, stocking brochures, cleaning and stocking 
bathrooms, mowing, trail maintenance, agriculture fences and stock tanks upkeep and much more. 
They consistently are taking care of issues that arise such as clearing downed trees across trails, sign 
replacements, vandalism, transients, regulation violation warnings and citations. The list could go on 
and on. And we assist the reservoir parks with law enforcement and medical calls as well as 
maintenance when the needs arise.   
   
The amount that the ranger/maintenance staff accomplishes always amazes me. These are the 
unsung heroes and their deeds are normally untold. They work behind the scenes making sure the 
parks are clean, enjoyable and safe for all park visitors. If these folks were not around, we would 
quickly realize the necessity of what they do. I just wanted to show my appreciation for all they do 
for our department.   



    
 
Rangers this month alone have responded to several heat 
exhaustions, a broken ankle, transients, motor vehicle 
accidents, DUI’s and much more. Maintenance/Ag staff worked on developing a spring in Red 
Mountain OS as well as checking cattle, fence work, grading Red Mountain road , pruning trees, and 
mowing trailheads, to name a few of their accomplishments.  
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