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FLOOD REVIEW BOARD 
 

Date: August 23, 2018 

Time: 8:30am 

Location: Watson Lake Conference Room 

Contact: Eric Tracy, Larimer County Engineering Department 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
Staff Present: Eric Tracy, Tina Kurtz 
 
Applicant Present: Suzanne Huhta (One Fish), Traci Kittell (CPW), Craig Huhta (One 
Fish), Stephanie Giard (Noosa Yogurt), Kyle Battige (CPW), Chris Praamsma (CPW) 
 
Board Members Present: Chris Thornton, Mike Oberlander, John Hunt 
 
Public Present: None 
 
Dr. Thornton opened the meeting at 8:36am 
 
Introductions 
 
Watson Lake Diversion Fish Passage and Screening Project 
 
Mr. Tracy gave a brief introduction and noted the Flood Review Board is making a 
recommendation to the Larimer County Board of County Commissioners for approval 
or denial of the Floodplain Special Review.  
 
Mr. Huhta showed a Power Point presentation introducing the project. The proposal is 
to install a fish ladder and fish screen. Mr. Huhta described the limits of the 2013 flood 
compared to the effective floodplain. The 2013 flood was estimated to be 9700 cfs 
which would make it between a 25-50 year flood event. 
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Mr. Huhta described their scour analysis. The existing dam was built in 1964 and there 
is some existing scour. They used HEC-23 for the analysis. They didn’t feel the results 
were applicable since this isn’t a vertical drop, but an ogee weir.  
 
Dr. Thornton asked if they plugged the 2013 flood event into the equations. Mr. Hunt 
noted the report has a range of flows.  
 
Mr. Huhta said they are proposing to match the new walls to the existing walls and 
protect the toes of the walls with riprap with geotextile fabric. 
 
Dr. Thornton asked if a granular filter would be needed per HEC-23. Mr. Hunt said the 
sub base is so coarse, a granular probably wouldn’t be used. Mr Huhta said they would 
look at that again.  
 
Dr. Thornton and Mr. Oberlander discussed the riprap bed thickness.  
 
Mr. Hunt noted the equation is conservative by design. It doesn’t include material size. 
He also noted that the split flow upstream would keep the flows from ever reaching the 
100-year flow through the structure.  
 
Mr. Hunt said his biggest concern is the 10% slope downstream.  
 
Dr. Thornton requested to toe in the riprap at least to the depth of the existing scour 
hole.  
 
Mr. Kittell requested that they not disturb existing ground by using EM1601 
methodology. The board said that would be appropriate.  
 
Dr. Thornton moved to recommend approval of the Watson Lake Diversion Fish 
Passage and Screening Project to the Larimer County Board of County Commissioners 
with a condition that the filter fabric be designed and specified and the sacrificial design 
toe be designed per EM1601. Mr. Hunt seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mr. Hunt moved to approve the minutes of the July 31, 2018 Flood Review Board 
Meeting. Mr. Oberlander seconded the motion. Motion passed 2-3 with Dr. Thornton 
abstaining from the vote since he was not present.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:14 am 


