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FLOOD REVIEW BOARD 
 

Date: April 26, 2018 

Time: 8:30am 

Location: Boyd Lake Conference Room 

Contact: Eric Tracy, Larimer County Engineering Department 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
Staff Present: Eric Tracy, Tina Kurtz, Amy White, Ron Winne, Morgan Fay 

Board Members Present: Greg Koch, Chris Carlson, Chris Thornton, Bets Ervin-Blankenheim, Mike 

Oberlander 

Applicants Present: Stephanie Cecil, Northern Water; Benny Aste; Ben Aste, Sr.; Brian Hayes, City of 

Loveland; Joel Spencer, Dewberry Engineers; Gerald Blackler, Enginuity; Philip San, Loveland Youth 

Gardners; Alyssa McKonkie, Loveland Youth Gardners; Stephanie Fancher-English, Loveland Ready Mix; 

Brad Fancher, Loveland Ready Mix; Brian Murphy, CDM Smith; Rachel Williams, Otak; Shayna Jones, Big 

Thompson Watershed Coalition; Kyle Harie, CDM Smith; Chris Pauley, Anderson Consulting Engineers; 

Michael Turner, Anderson Consulting Engineers;  

Public Present: Leah Thornton, Dawn Huffaker 

Call meeting to order at 8:32am 

Introductions 

Loveland Youth Gardners Worksession 

Tracy – Introduction to the discussion item. 

Benny Aste – this structure is a mobile home, not a modular, so it doesn’t need permit. The structure 

has been there for 45 years. The county was involved in the original placement of the structure. The 

city hooked up water.  
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Ben Aste Sr. – will look into the water permits. 

White – Permits were required started in 1972. Mobile homes can only be used as residences. Larimer 

County can’t find a permit. From aerials, you can first see the mobile home in 1981.  

McKonkie – introduced Loveland Youth Gardners. She is proposing the hoop house to be constructed in 

the back corner of the property in the floodfringe.  

Thornton asked when they bought the property. Mr. Aste Jr. responded and gave some history of the 

property. 

Mr. Koch clarified that the Flood Review Board looks at certain items and are limited in their ability to 

vary from federal regulations. 

Mr. Tracy described the floodplain process and requirements for the mobile home.  

Tracy – described the underlying zoning issues and said the Flood Review Board is not part of that 

discussion. 

McKonkie noted the Big Thompson Master Plan shows improvements that could potentially pull the 

property out of the floodplain.  

Thornton summarized his thoughts on each of the items. 

McKonkie asked how they can move forward using the office.  

Koch – need a definitive determination of no-rise and if the mobile home is legal.  

White – the Aste’s also own the property to the south. That is an option for moving the office.  

Mr. Tracy said there are two main items of concern. Thoughts on allowing a variance to change the use 

to office. Allowing a hoop house to be located in the floodway with a no-rise 

The board gave their individual thoughts on these two items.  

Mr. Philip asked how often variances have been approved. Mr. Koch said variances for change of use 

have been approved in the past, but each situation is unique.  

Break 

Mr. Koch opened the public hearing portion of the meeting at 9:23am 

Motion to untable the Norther Water by Mr. Carlson. Seconded by Mr. Oberlander. Motion approved 

5-0. 

Northern Water 

Mr. Blackler described the changes that were made since the last submittal.  
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Ms. Cecil noted other permit conditions for Corp permit requiring monitoring of vegetation 

establishment. 

Mr. Koch asked which properties the two crossings were on. Ms. Cecil said they have easements.  

Dr. Thornton asked questions about the erosion blankets and asked what the velocities were. Mr. 

Blackler said around 14-15 ft/sec. Mr. Koch confirmed. Ms. Cecil said if the blanket gets washed out, 

they would have to replace it per the conditions of the Corp permit. Mr. Blackler said they did not 

design the blanket, that was done by others as part of the Corp permit. 

Mr. Koch asked about the plan and profile for crossing number 1. There is some cross hatching that 

wasn’t clear. Mr. Blackler described it as CLSM Controlled Load Strength Material. 

Mr. Koch asked if there were any bend scour calculations done. Mr. Blackler described the model and 

it’s parameters and noted that they haven’t seen any movement for over 30 years. 

Mr. Blackler said there were three additional hydrology calculations.  

Mr. Koch said he is still concerned about the post-construction condition. The numbers don’t show that 

it will be stable.  

Ms. Cecil said it is parallel to a pipeline that was put in the 1990’s and there has been no issues. 

Dr. Thornton recalled that in the last meeting they were asked to provide the protection to get it back 

to the way it was before construction. 

Mr. Oberlander said there are some protections with the Corp permit that will assure vegetation 

establishment.  

Mr. Carlson asked Mr. Koch if he was concerned about the pipe being exposed. Mr. Koch said his 

concern was about bank stability. 

Mr. Carlson asked about compaction specs. 

Mr. Koch feels that if you disturb the outside bend especially, it should be protected. Ms. Ervin 

Blankenheim said she shared the same concerns. 

Ms. Ervin Blankenheim noted that 30 years is not a long time geologically. 

Dr. Thornton moved to recommend approval as written. Mr. Carlson seconded the motion. Motion 

passed 4-1 with Mr. Koch voting against with the concerns that it needs to be protected better at the 

bends.  

After the motion, Ms. Ervin-Blankenheim shared concern about the vote and said she fully agrees with 

Mr. Koch. 
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Mr. Koch excused himself from the meeting as he works for the consulting firm that did the modeling 

for the CLOMR project. Mr. Koch turned the chair position to Dr. Thornton.  

Mr. Oberlander recused himself from the board and is representing Interest Consulting for this next 

project. 

Big Thompson CLOMR Rossum Dr. To Wilson Ave. – Map Change and Floodplain Special Review 

Mr. Pauley gave a brief description of the three projects that are a part of this map change/Floodplain 

Special Review and described the schedule for each and described the hydraulic benefits of the project. 

There are rises downstream of the project, so it is going to FEMA. They will be doing private property 

owner notifications and legal notifications as part of the CLOMR. The 1-D model was informed by a 2-d 

model. Mr. Pauley handed out more detailed ditch improvement plans. 

Dr. Thornton asked if channel stability was analyzed with the higher flowrates. Mr. Pauley said that is 

part of the final design of the riffle pools and drops. Dr. Thornton asked if the new bridge is still the 

hydraulic control. Mr. Pauley confirmed it was. Mr. Murphy said the riffle pools would have 

insignificant changes to the water surface. 

Ms. Ervin Blankenheim asked if it ties into the Master Plan. Mr. Carlson said it does. 

Mr. Carlson noted that the project does not have complete plans to approve the project construction 

and asked if the CLOMR could move forward and have the remainder be resubmitted to the County for 

approval with final construction documents.  

Mr. Carlson asked a few questions about the CLOMR submittal.  

Ms. Ervin-Blankenheim had to leave the meeting at 10:19am. Connection was made via telephone and 

she was able to participate in the remainder of the meeting remotely. 

Mr. Carlson continued with detailed questions about the modeling.  

Mr. Carlson moved to table the item for up to 90 days to address comments being provided for the 

CLOMR report. Ms. Ervin Blankenheim seconded the motion. Motion approved 3-0.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:38am. 

 

 

 


