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FLOOD REVIEW BOARD 
 

Date: March 22, 2018 

Time: 8:30 am 

Location: Commissioner Hearing Room, 200 W Oak St 

Contact: Eric Tracy, Larimer County Engineering Department 

MEETING MINUTES 
Staff Present:  
Eric Tracy 
Tina Kurtz 
 
Flood Review Board Members Present: 
Greg Koch 
Chris Carlson 
Chris Thornton 
John Hunt 
Mike Oberlander 
Bets Ervin-Blankenheim 
 
Applicants Present:  
Kyle Sparks, Magellan Pipeline 
Mark Materna, Magellan Pipeline 
Stephanie Cecil, Northern Water 
Gerald Blackler, Enginuity Engineering Solutions 
 
 
Introduction of Board Members 
 
The Flood Review Board was joined by the Larimer County Environmental and Science 
Advisory Board for a worksession presentation from Chris Carlson, City of Loveland 
regarding the Big Thompson River Corridor Master Plan. The worksession ended at 
approximately 9:40am and the ESAB was excused. A 5 minute break followed. 
 



March 22, 2018 
Flood Review Board 
Page 2 
 

 

 

 
Introductions 
 
Magellan Pipeline Request to remove condition of approval - Tabled from February 22, 
2018 
 
Mr. Hunt noted he was unable to make the site visit. He asked the board if the site visit 
changed their view. 
 
There was discussion regarding the site visit including review of pictures taken during 
the site visit. 
 
The applicants requested it be a revised condition on the permit that they would 
remove it later if it is exposed again. 
 
Mr. Koch asked Mr. Tracy what his thoughts were. Mr. Tracy said it would be easier 
from an administrative standpoint to remove the pipe now and noted that when it is 
exposed later, nobody will likely remember that there is even a condition to remove it 
on this permit. 
 
Mr. Hunt said he feels there is a threat to the stability of the river with this line left in-
place. He asked the board if there was anything in the field that made them think 
removing the pipe would cause more damage than the risk of leaving it in-place. 
Members of the Board said no. 
 
Dr. Thornton said to him it makes sense to remove the pipe. He noted the degradation 
of the grout bags and said his opinion may have been different if it were more 
structurally sound. 
 
Dr. Thornton moved to untable the item. Mr. Koch seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed 6-0. 
 
Mr. Hunt requested that all the discussion prior to untabling the item be part of the 
discussion. 
 
Ms. Ervin-Blankenheim made a motion to recommend to the Board of County 
Commissioners denial of the request to remove the condition of approval.  
 
Mr. Sparks asked if they had to go back to the Board of County Commissioners. Mr. 
Tracy said if they will move forward with the condition of approval as-is, they do not 
need to go back to the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
Dr. Thornton seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Oberlander abstained from 
the vote since he was not in attendance at the first meeting, nor at the site visit. 
 
SWSP II DRY CREEK CROSSINGS NO. 1 and 2 – FLOODPLAIN SPECIAL REVIEW 
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Ms. Ervin-Blankenheim had to leave the meeting. 
 
Ms. Cecil introduced the project. She said prior Location & Extent approvals through 
Larimer County required that they come through the Flood Review Board for approval. 
 
Mr. Blackler gave technical background for the project. There was board discussion.  
 
Mr. Koch asked what the excavation footprint is for crossing No. 2. There is concern 
that a good portion of the creek would need to be rebuilt.  
 
Ms. Cecil said it would be open cut and there is a 60 foot construction footprint through 
the ACE permitting.  
 
Mr. Koch said he didn’t see any erosion protection measures being proposed. Ms. 
Cecil said they try to put things back the way they were.  
 
Mr. Hunt asked what the bed material is. Mr. Blackler described the bed material as 
sand or gravel, grass lined on the banks.  
 
Mr. Koch discussed the channel velocities.  
 
Dr. Thornton noted the Corp permit may require the reclamation of the channel. Ms. 
Cecil said it will.  
 
Mr. Oberlander made recommendations for the pipe alignment.  
 
There was discussion about the meander width and protection of the pipeline. 
 
The Board discussed tabling the item to consider the following items: 
 
Add in the reclamation plan and the stormwater management plan with BMP’s 
Consider realistic 100-year flowrates and relook at channel reclamation 
Include supporting calculations for scour 
Potentially extend the concrete encasement to scour levels 
If the reclamation plan has any stability calculations, include that 
Consider steepening up the line just downstream of culvert 
Take a close look where the reclamation is near the County Road and protect 
accordingly 
 
 
Dr. Thornton moved to table the item for up to 90 days. Mr. Carlson seconded the 
motion. Motion passed 5-0. 
Dr. Thornton moved to approve the minutes from the February 22, 2018 Flood Review 
Board Metting. Mr. Koch seconded. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Oberlander abstained 
since he was not at the meeting.  


