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Date: August 8, 2017 

Time: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm 

Location: Lake Estes Conference Room 

Contact: Eric Tracy, Larimer County Engineering Department 

Greg Koch 
Chris Carlson 
Mike Oberlander 
Chris Thornton 
John Hunt 
 
Eric Tracy 
 
Joseph Wise, representing James Vetricek 
Clint Brown 
Adam Prior 
Trevor Crane 
 
Mr. Koch opened the meeting at 8:33am 
 
 
5576 W CR 8E VARIANCE REQUEST 
 
Mr. Tracy introduced the project. This is a variance request and  
 
Mr. Wise described the property site plan details. They would keep equipment in the trucks and the 
trucks would be used for shows offsite. The trucks would likely be there just overnight. All  the fencing, 
storage sheds, etc will be taken out.  
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Mr. Oberlander asked if Highway 34 was the control. Mr. Hunt briefly summarized how the flows work 
in this area. 
 
Mr. Hunt asked if any new fencing was going in. Mr. Wise said no.  
 
Dr. Thornton moved to approve Mr. Carlson seconded. Motion passed 5-0.  
 
SEAMAN BRIDGE FLOODPLAIN SPECIAL REVIEW - TABLED FROM APRIL 
 
Mr. Hunt moved to untable the Seaman Bridge Floodplain Special Review. Oberlander seconded 
motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mr. Brown went through the boards comments from the prior meeting and how they were addressed.  
 
Mr. Prior noted the existing bridge piers are being lowered so that under flood conditions it will be 
improved. 
 
Mr. Carlson asked details on the piers. 
 
Mr. Hunt noted the abutments scour is generally applied as a contraction scour.  
 
Mr. Brown described the abutment foundation depth compared to computed scour.  
 
Dr. Thornton asked for clarification on the scour depth at the abutment. Mr. Hunt described his 
interpretation. 
 
Mr. Hunt asked if the road was private. Mr. Prior said it is private with a locked gate. 
 
Mr. Prior noted the existing abutments are staying as is. Construction of the new abutments will be 
behind the existing abutments.  
 
Dr. Thornton asked if there is a drawing showing the extent of the approach riprap. The applicant 
provided a copy of the exhibit. 
 
Dr. Thornton said the 6" riprap seems small. He asked if the velocity was taken from the 1-D model. Mr. 
Crane said the calculations indicated 6 inch, but they are using 12 inch.  
 
Mr. Koch asked details about the riprap extents. 
 
There was more discussion about the riprap. Mr. Prior noted the 48 inch riprap is existing and they are 
not moving it or changing it.  
 
Mr. Hunt said because this bridge has just a couple cars a day, and it's not a public use. Abutment 
riprap is sized using abutment riprap equation. The area that is calling approach  27:14 
 
The 17 ft/sec that was applied  
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The abutment scour has been calculated  
 
Mr. Koch agreed with Mr. Hunt. He would be concerned the foundation isn't adequately protected.  
 
Mr. Hunt asked what the standard is for protection. He also asked if the approach road is under water 
in the 100-year event. Mr. Brown noted that access to the Seaman Reservoir Dam in an emergency 
could be by helicopter.  
 
To do the riprap appropriately, it would need to be toed down which would require work in the 
channel and would require a 404 permit.  
 
Mr. Koch noted a slight rise (0.06 inch) near the bridge. It doesn't appear there is an insurable structure 
near the rise. The energy grade line does not show a rise. This is a Zone A floodplain without regulatory 
base flood elevations. 
 
Dr. Thornton gave his final opinions on the project. 
 
Mr. Hunt noted they are taking an existing pressure flow and eliminating the pressure flow condition. 
 
The Board agreed that if this were a public bridge, they would be more conservative with their 
requirements.  
 
Given the global nature of this project. Dr. Thornton moved to approve the project. Mr. Hunt seconded 
the motion. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Thornton moved to approve the minutes form the April meeting. Mr. Koch seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 5-0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:34am. 
 
 
 


