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Date: July 28, 2014 

Time: 8:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Location: Lake Estes Conference Room 

Contact: Eric Tracy, Larimer County Engineering Department 

 
Board Members Present 
Greg Koch 
Chris Thornton 
Mike Oberlander 
 
Staff Present 
Eric Tracy 
 
Public Present 
Brett Barrow 
Louis Vargas 
Jacque Amweg 
Julie Mikalus 
David Jordan' 
Brittany Guggisberg 
Chris Pauley (Anderson Consulting) 
Eric Mcclure 
Randy Blank 
John Anest 
Gary Maggi 
 
 
8:06 AM Greg Koch called the meeting to order. Mr. Koch abstained from the first item. 
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Mr. Tracy introduced the projects for the meeting.  
 
Three Bells Conveyor Belt - Variance 
 
Ms. Mikalus introduced the Three Bells Conveyor Belt Sytem. They will be pulling the conveyor belt 
system out by the end of December 2017 as that is when their lease ends. 
 
Mr. Pauley spoke to the technical aspects of the project. The conveyor belt system will be 
approximately 12 feet above water surface. 
 
Dr. Thornton asked what the velocity was around the piers. Mr. Pauley indicated the velocity was 
higher in the overbank than in the active channel. Dr. Thornton asked if they would be protecting 
against scour. Mr. Anest said the piers will be drilled to bedrock about 12 feet down.  
 
Mr. Oberlander asked if there's any concern with the footers in the overbank area. Mr. Anest described 
the design and construction method and stated they surveyed the area yesterday. 
 
Mr. Carlson asked if the steel plate at the piers was designed to handle debris flow on the pier. Mr. 
Anest said the connections to the towers will be above the 100-year flood level.  
 
Dr. Thornton moved to approve the variance as proposed. Mr. Oberlander seconded the motion. The 
vote was 3-0 with Mr. Koch abstaining. 
 
 
Taft Hill Crossing Upstream of Poudre River Conveyor Belt Sytem - Variance 
 
Ms. Mikalus described the Taft Hill conveyor belt project. They have agreed to not have any trucks go 
onto Taft Hill Road.  
 
Mr. Tracy asked if there was a timeline for removal. Ms. Mikalus said it was planned to be in operation 
for 7-10 years. 
 
Mr. Pauley said this was a little more complicated reach. There were some slight rises in the BFE, so 
they are proposing slight modifications to the right overbank to compensate.  
 
Dr. Thornton asked if the piers would be set to bedrock. Mr. Maggi said they would expect the piers 
would be set in shale and would not go away in a flood.  
 
Mr. Pauley said the overbank grading is minimal and would provide positive drainage.  
 
Mr. Oberlander asked if the project is causing drops in the BFE. Table 6 in the report. Mr. Pauley said 
the model is pretty sensitive, so when they were showing rises, now with the minimal grading, there 
are drops because of the narrowness of the area. 
 
Dr. Thornton suggested they drill to bedrock. If they can't they would have Mr. Pauley calculate scour. 
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Dr. Thornton asked if they would follow CDOT freeboard of 2.3 feet or Larimer County freeboard 
requirement of 24 inches. Mr. Pauley said they would recommend the higher of the two. 
 
 
Dr. Thornton moved to approve the variance with the following condition.  
 
1) Once the geotechnical study is complete, if the piers cannot be set into bedrock, the scour shall be 
calculated by the engineer and freeboard determination within the floodplain will be consistent with 
CDOT criteria. 
 
Mr. Oberlander seconded the motion. The motion was approved 3-0 with Mr. Koch abstaining. 
 
 
XCEL Pipeline Crossing of Little Thompson River - Floodplain Special Review 
 
Mr. Koch joined the board after abstaining from the previous projects. 
 
Mr. Tracy introduced the project. 
 
Mr. Blank noted the bald eagle restriction that is only allowing them about a 10 week window for 
construction. Mr. Blank said the pilot hole is through and followed the alignment proposed without any 
problems.  
 
Mr. Carlson made a motion to recommend approval of the XCEL Pipeline Crossing of the Little 
Thompson River - Floodplain Special Review to the Board of County Commissioners as proposed. Mr. 
Oberlander seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4-0. 
 
XCEL Pipeline Crossing of Dry Creek 
 
Mr. Blank said this was a shorter bore, only about 850 feet. They have done bore samples and have 
shown hard clay.  
 
Mr. McClure described the scour calculations.  
 
Mr. Oberlander moved to recommend approval of the XCEL Pipeline Crossing of Dry Creek - Floodplain 
Special Review to theBoard of County Commissioners. Mr. Carlson seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved 4-0. 
 
 
Amweg Variance 
 
Mr. Tracy explained that the newest proposal was to expand the living area into the garage. The code 
would allow the garage to be placed below the flood elevation as long as it is wet floodproofed. 
 
The applicant described that the living space would be extended at the same elevation into the garage 
as the house finished floor. The garage would be at the same elevation of the existing garage.  
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Mr. Carlson asked how many bedrooms were in the house. The applicant said three bedrooms.  
 
The board noted the electrical in the garage would need to be at least 18 inches above the 
base flood elevation.  
 
Mr. Koch said we need to make sure the improvements are under 50%. The assessors office shows the 
value of the structure to be $155K. The contractor said the improvements would be around $55K. This 
will be confirmed at time of building permit. 
 
The board noted they met the case for a hardship and they weren't concerned about 
the flood elevations or risk to the community.  
 
Dr. Thornton moved to approve the variance as approved. Mr. Koch amended the motion to include a 
condition that the 50% rule is met. Mr. Koch seconded the motion. The amended motion was approved 
4-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:06 AM. 
 


